
Alexander (Alex) Burns – Teaching Statement 

 

My teaching goal is to help students create greater self-agency, personal horizon building, and 

preferable futures in their lives. The politics, economics, and strategy courses I have taught focus on 

several themes that also inform my research: (1) decision-making in a complex world; (2) how 

beliefs, norms, values and worldviews can have emergent and unanticipated effects; and (3) the 

importance of reflective practice and expertise / skill acquisition. 

 

Teaching and Learning: Education provides the opportunity for ‘moments of insight’ which are 

unique to each student’s background, preferences, and socialisation. In developing a course syllabus 

or facilitating a seminar discussion I try to create space where such conscientisation experiences 

might occur. I use several strategies to achieve this: 

 I juxtapose information from a range of sources. 

 I teach how to evaluate sources drawing on professional experiences and ‘lessons 

learned’ as a journalist, website editor, academic researcher, and university research 

manager. 

 I use media and hypotheticals that illustrate situational decision-making. 

 I connect the course material where possible to students’ interests. 

This teaching approach requires attentiveness, flexibility, sensitivity, and possible improvisation in 

the classroom. I encourage further student engagement through role-play exercises, writing 

assignments that draw on their life experience, and classroom discussion of current events. 

 

Courses: In undergraduate education I teach thematic courses that equip students with the skills to 

understand a knowledge domain or discipline. For example, in ‘Economics and Society’ I contrast 

different economic and political beliefs with their historical and contemporary results. I am prepared 

to teach undergraduate courses in political theory, history, sociology, or media. 

 

In graduate education I focus on reflective practice, and the cultivation of research and writing skills 

using a developmental approach for emerging scholars. To do this I keep abreast of current 

scholarship. I encourage self-directed research projects and submitting writing to relevant peer-

reviewed academic journals for publication. I could teach a seminar on comparative politics, foreign 

policy analysis, or qualitative research methods. 

 

In conclusion, teaching is important to the knowledge / skills transfer I desire as an emerging scholar 

and the beneficial impact that this may have on students’ lives. 


