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Alexander (Alex) Burns – Research Statement 

 

I am a part-time PhD candidate in the School of Political and Social Inquiry, Faculty of Arts at 

Australia’s Monash University. My immediate research focuses on the development of strategic 

subcultures in terrorist groups. My long-term research program focuses on the role of economic 

statecraft and strategic culture in a possible multipolar world using a neoclassical realist approach. 

 

I integrate research expertise in comparative politics and international relations theory with the 

sociology of finance, terrorism, and technology. I also draw on industry / professional experience 

with corporate strategy and organisational behaviour in media and higher education contexts. 

 

My current doctoral research uses process tracing to develop a new multi-level model of strategic 

subcultures for understanding why certain kinds of terrorist groups grow and persist. My case 

studies include Aum Shinrikyo and Islamic State. My doctoral research found that (a) social learning 

and cultural transmission were important causal mechanisms for terrorist group survival and growth, 

and that (b) whilst folklore created greater in-group social bonding it also negatively affected 

decision-making where terrorist group goals focused on science and technology acquisition. 

 

Target journals for forthcoming publications include: Contemporary Security Policy, International 

Security, Journal of Strategic Studies, Review of International Studies, Security Studies, Studies in 

Conflict & Terrorism, and Terrorism and Political Violence. 

 

I will apply for directed grants for individual investigators in the areas of political science and 

international security. 

 

Strategic Subcultures in Terrorist Groups 

 

My research program examines how strategic subcultures develop in two areas: (1) terrorist groups 

that develop counter-power capabilities and that might pursue state-building; and (2) planned 

future research on economic statecraft using a neoclassical realist approach. I use qualitative 

research methods and comparative case studies. These research interests have emerged out of 

comparative and case study analysis of United States policymaking on counterterrorism and its 

geopolitical impact, and event studies of decision-making in Australia and Iran. Relevant publications 

include: 

 

9.  ‘Australia’s Strategic Culture: Constraints and Opportunities in Security Policymaking.’ 

2014. Contemporary Security Policy 35(2): 187-210. (Co-authored) 
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8. ‘Doubting the Global War on Terror.’ 2011. M/C Journal 14(1) (March). 
http://journal.mediaculture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/article/viewArticle/338 

 

7. ‘Catastrophic Failure Theories and Disaster Journalism: Evaluating Media Explanations of 

Australia’s ‘Black Saturday’ Bushfires.’ 2010. Media International Australia 137 (November), 

90-99. (Coauthored) 

 

6. ‘Twitter Free Iran: An Evaluation of Twitter’s Role in Public Diplomacy and Information 
Operations in Iran’s 2009 Election Crisis.’ 2009. In Papandrea, Franco & Mark Armstrong 
(Eds.). Record of the Communications Policy & Research Forum 2009. Sydney: Network 
Insight Institute, 298-310. http://vuir.vu.edu.au/15230/1/CPRF09BurnsEltham.pdf (Co-
authored) 

 

5. ‘The Worldflash of a Coming Future.’ 2003. M/C Journal 6(2) (April). 

http://journal.mediaculture.org.au/0304/08-worldflash.php 

 

In an earlier period of my research career I examined practitioner decision-making in the internet, 

media, and finance industries. I found gaps between the normative claims of new media and 

innovation theories, and how elites in these industries formed, circulated, and dealt effectively with 

crises. This period also reflected on an earlier career as a journalist and website editor / writer. 

Relevant publications include: 

 

4. ‘Examining Possible Internet Futures.’ 2012. Journal of Futures Studies 16(4): 33-49. 
http://www.jfs.tku.edu.tw/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/164-A03.pdf (Co-authored) 

 

3. ‘Oblique Strategies for Ambient Journalism.’ 2010. M/C Journal 13(2) (May). 
http://journal.media-culture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/article/viewArticle/230 

 
2. ‘The Film Finance Corporation and Hollywood’s Race to the Bottom.’ 2010. Media 

International Australia 136 (August), 103-118. (Co-authored) 

 
1. ‘Event Modelling for Policymakers and Valuation Analysts in Disruptive Innovation Markets: 

Digital Download Strategies for Radiohead’s In Rainbows and Nine Inch Nails’ The Slip.’ 2008. 

In Papandrea, Franco & Mark Armstrong (Eds.). Record of the Communications Policy & 

Research Forum 2008. Sydney: Network Insight Institute, 155-175. 

http://vuir.vu.edu.au/1948/1/DisruptiveRadioheadNIN%2520-%2520Alex%2520Burns.pdf 

 

I have published on a range of other subjects including interviews with United Kingdom and United 
States design, media, and subculture figures; and internet coverage of the 2000 and 2004 United 
States presidential elections, and contemporary political / social issues in the United States and 
Australia. 


